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Annual General Meeting 
 
 
 
 
Province: Alberta        Resolution # [   ] -   2014  
 
SUBJECT:   Designation of TCYH as route of National Significance 
  
SUBMITTED BY:   City of Edmonton 
 
WHEREAS:  
The Government of Canada has established a New Building Canada Plan to invest 53 
billion dollars over the next 10 years in infrastructure.  The new plan incorporates 
funding from the Gas Tax Fund and the GST Rebate plus other programs.  Most of the 
funding from these sources is allocated to the Provincial and Municipal governments 
under established formulas.  However $4 billion has been made available to projects of 
national significance.  It is this part of the program that the Association is seeking 
assistance for our members.  It is presumed that projects funded under this part will 
have to have a broad impact for more than one province.  The Association is in unique 
position to make representation since the Trans Canada Yellowhead Highway spans 
four provinces and plays a critical role in the transport of goods and people for all 
communities along the route.  As well the route already carries the distinction of being a 
“trans Canada” highway. 
 
While Canada has a “National Highway System” that is recognized by all the Provinces 
and the Federal Government and designates approximately 28,000 kilometers of 
highways across Canada as part of that system, there is no National Highway Policy 
that identifies priorities and nor that identifies highways as one’s of “national 
significance”. 
 
This has not always been the case.  In the 1950’s the Government of Canada created 
the Trans Canada Highway Act for the purpose of building a highway spanning the 
country from Atlantic to the Pacific.  That highway was officially opened in 1962 by 
Prime Minister Diefenbaker at an event at the summit of Rogers Pass.  The Trans 
Canada Highway Act is no longer in effect and no new national highway program has 
been initiated since that date.  The only new initiative was the designation of the Trans 
Canada Yellowhead Highway in 1986.  This designation however did not include any 
investment in building the highway as occurred with Trans Canada #1.   
 
The Government of Canada has invested in Trans Canada #1 over the years.  Recent 
examples in western Canada include the twinning of the highway through Banff National 
Park and the improvements through the Kicking Horse Pass with the Government of 
British Columbia. 
 



There are a number of areas of the Yellowhead Highway that are major constrictions.  
Examples are parts within Jasper National Park, the Yellowhead Trail in Edmonton, the 
connector around the north side of Saskatoon crossing the South Saskatchewan River, 
etc.  Some of these projects are in more advanced stages of planning than others and 
some are still in the idea stage.  The City of Edmonton is in an advance stage of 
planning for the creating a free flow facility on the Yellowhead Trail and is an example of 
a project that may be considered of significance on a broader scale since the 
Yellowhead Trail is a part of the Trans Canada Yellowhead Highway. 
 
While any project along the Yellowhead serves a local need, the total highway also 
serves a national need as part of the distribution system for the northern tier of western 
Canada communities.  The Association is in unique position to advocate for the highway 
at the National level. 
 
However the Association needs to address the question of how to demonstrate the 
benefit of the Yellowhead route in the same manner that Trans Canada #1 is 
recognized. 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

That the Trans Canada Highway Association make representation to the Government of 
Canada to designate the Trans Canada Highway as a project of national significance 
under the New Building Canada Plan  
 
AND that the Association support members in making application to the Government for 
projects in their communities that are critical to the efficient functioning of the Trans 
Canada Yellowhead Highway.  
 
AND that the Board of Directors assemble a list of projects that would meet the criteria 
for “projects of national significance” under the New Building Canada Plan and 
determine a strategy for the Association to best represent the interests of the members 
sin promoting the highway. 
  
 
 
 
  
  
Moved by:  
   
Seconded by:    
 

 


